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Getting Ready for Outdoor Play 

 
April marks our transition from indoor training and play to the outdoor season. We 
will complete our use of school gymnasiums on April 14th, and begin use of outdoor 
fields on April 23rd. We have already begun  some limited use of the turf at Adams 
Field. 
 
Outdoor schedules will be posted by mid-April via links on the Teams and Schedules 
page. Fields this season will be located at Irvington Park, Kenmore East High School, 
Edison Elementary School, Ellicott Creek Park, and Adams Field (turf). 
 
As always, we need to respect field conditions, and work around school activities. If 
the fields are wet, we will delay the start of outdoor  training. Buffalo/WNY League 
games for ages 10-14 are scheduled to begin on May 7th, while ages 15-19 will 
begin on May 23rd. 
 
 

Kenmore Elite Capture 16 and Under  

Sahlen’s Championship 

 
Congratulations to the 15 and Under Kenmore Elite team who captured the 16 and 
Under Division in the Sahlen's Indoor League. 
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The snow has melted (at least for now), and it has motivated us to announce our 
plans for our 2018 Summer Soccer Camp. 
 
Although we have  not changed the outstanding staff that we will have, consisting of 
area college coaches and players, we have made three major changes for this year: 
 
First, we have a new venue. The 2018 Kenmore Soccer Summer Camp will be held at 
Kenmore East High School. This will provide larger space, with 4 grass fields available 
for camp. 
 
Second, although we will still offer two camps—Beginner and Advanced, they will  
be held concurrently. Both camps will operate from June 25th-29th between 9:00am  
and Noon at Kenmore East. With the additional field space, we will be able to  
accommodate more campers and sessions at the same time. 
 
Finally, we have been able to reduce the camp price to $65. In an era when every-
thing seems to cost more, we have worked hard to bring this cost down. 
 
Registration for the Summer Soccer Camp can be done on-line. Just log into your ac-
count and you should see that there is a “new program” available. When you click on 
that button, Summer Soccer Camp should be a new option for you. 
 
We look forward to this season’s camp. Beginner's camp is for those born between 
2006 and 2011, while our Advanced Camp is for players born between 1999 and 
2005. 
 
Any questions can be directed to Operations Manager Ken Voght at voght@msn.com, 
or at 837-1627. 

mailto:voght@msn.com
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Equal Playing Time In Youth Sports? 
by Kristin Heredia 

  
I recently attended a sporting event where I witnessed a father talking to his distraught 
daughter. 

The daughter was not currently getting as much playing time as her teammates and she was 
very visibly upset about this. Instead of going and complaining to all the parents in the 
bleachers or going to the coach to complain, the father asked his daughter these questions: 
“When was the last time you have been to the gym to work on your skills? Have you been 
working in the weight room? Have you had a good attitude? Have you been working like a 
team player?” 

She could not answer these questions for her father. He then responded to her, "This is one 
person’s problem, yours. You need to make it so they have no choice but to leave you in be-
cause you are that good and valuable to the team.” I want to give kudos to this parent for 
putting the responsibility back on his daughter and making it a life lesson. He did not handle 
this all-to-common situation by engaging in the whispering bleacher banter or yelling profani-
ties at the coach throughout the game. This father chose to put responsibility on his daughter 
to make her realize that she needed to improve her performance and her attitude if she 
wanted to increase her playing time. 

By the time kids reach the junior high level the idea of equal playing time should not be seen 
as a requirement. Lower level activities require equal playing time, enforce no-cut policies, 
and do a great job at allowing kids to hone their skills and try new roles, positions, etc. so 
they can find their strengths. By the time kids reach junior high they are competing for larger 
goals and they are preparing for high school level competition. Not everyone is going to get 
equal playing time. Not everyone is going to get an A on his or her test. Not everyone is go-
ing to get the same amount of stage time. Not everyone can be first chair in the band. Not 
everyone is going to be a starter. People earn these things by their performance. 

When you are on a competitive team of any kind you have to realize you are competing! You 
are competing not only as a team, but also you are competing for specific spots and roles. 
This is not a bad thing. This is a time to find strengths and weaknesses. It is a time to find 
likes and dislikes. It is a time to learn life lessons. 

We cannot expect everyone to have the resilience of Rudy Ruettiger, but an attitude like his 
paired with hard work, listening to coaches, showing up to perform and displaying good char-
acter and teamwork can benefit a player as well as the whole team. 

Unfortunately, even with hard work and great attitudes, some kids just aren’t cut out for cer-
tain activities. Me, for example, I am never going to be a performance singer. No matter how 
much I practice or how many voice lessons I pay for I am never going to be a good singer. 
Even if I got a spot on the choir I would know I would never be a soloist. We all must under-
stand our capabilities. 

Parents need to help their children by setting a good example of sportsmanship instead of 
instilling entitlement. If you join a competitive activity and you are not able to honorably ride 
the roller coaster of emotions, then maybe competitive activities are not one of your 
strengths. 
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The Truth About Sports Scholarships 
        by Bob Gardner and Que Tucker 

 
 

Many parents are trying to live the dream through their sons and daughters – the dream of 
landing a college athletic scholarship by specializing in a sport year-round. Unfortunately, most 
of these dreams are never realized. 

The odds of a sports scholarship paying for even a portion of a student’s college education are 
miniscule.  

The College Board, a not-for-profit organization comprised of 6,000 of the world’s leading edu-
cational institutions, reports that a moderate cost for college students who attend a public uni-
versity in their state of residence is $25,290 per year. The annual cost at a private college av-
erages $50,900. 

Meanwhile, the most recent data from the NCAA reveals that the average Division I athletic 
scholarship is worth only $10,400.  More significantly, the same study shows that fewer than 
two percent of all high school athletes (1 in 54) ever wear the uniform of an NCAA Division I 
school. 

Even if the dream is realized, parents likely will spend more money for club sports than they 
ever regain through college athletic scholarships. Thanks to the costs of club fees, equipment, 
summer camps, playing in out-of-state tournaments and private coaching, youth sports has 
become a $15 billion-per-year industry. 

There is an option, and it’s a financially viable one: Encourage your sons and daughters to 
play sports at their high school. 

In education-based high school sports, student-athletes are taught, as the term implies, that 
grades come first. The real-life lessons that students experientially learn offer insights into 
leadership, overcoming adversity and mutual respect that cannot be learned anywhere else. 
Unlike club sports, coaches in an education-based school setting are held accountable by the 
guiding principles and goals of their school district. And the cost of participating in high school 
sports is minimal in most cases.  

While there is a belief that the only way to get noticed by college coaches is to play on non-
school travel teams year-round, many Division I football and basketball coaches recently have 
stated that they are committed to recruiting students who have played multiple sports within 
the high school setting. 

In addition, by focusing on academics while playing sports within the school setting, students 
can earn scholarships for academics and other talents—skill sets oftentimes nurtured while 
participating in high school activities. These scholarships are more accessible and worth more 
money than athletic scholarships. While $3 billion per year is available for athletic scholarships, 
more than $11 billion is awarded for academic scholarships and other financial assistance. 

Without a doubt, your sons and daughters will have more fun, make more friends and be bet-
ter prepared for life beyond sport by participating in multiple sports and activities offered by 
the high school in your community. 

http://www.independenttribune.com/content/tncms/live/#1
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Apparel Orders 
 
 

Our Joma apparel is shown on the web site, with a link for placing an order.  
Orders are placed on the 1st and 15th of each month and parents are  

invoiced through the web site. 

Kenmore Elite 14 and Under Girls Capture  

Buffalo State Futsal Tournament 
 

The 14 and Under Kenmore Elite girls captured the championship in their age division 
at the recent Buffalo State Hector Vasquez Memorial Futsal Tournament. The girls 
completed an undefeated run through the event, defeating two teams from the Greece 
Cobras (Rochester) and a strong South Buffalo squad. 
 
It was an exciting month for the girls. Combined with some of the 15 and Under girls 
from the Elite program, the girls captured the 16 and Under title in the Winter B ses-
sion of the Sahlen's Sports Park Indoor League. 
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Registration Open for 2017-2018 Season 
 

Registration for the 2017-2018 season remains open on-line through our 
web site at www.kenmoresoccer.com. As with past years, we guaranteed 
placement on the Kenmore Soccer travel team for all returning players 
who registered by July 15th. Many teams are full at this point, but we will 
try to accommodate as many players as possible. 
  
This season sees a continuation of our Academy programs, and an ex-
pansion of Futsal. In conjunction with our affiliate club in Canada, the 
Elite Development Academy, we will be offering  expanded indoor futsal 
programs with international competition. We will also be expanding 
coaching education. 
 
The 2017-2018 season is also seeing a change in our uniform kit, as our 
former Inaria kits are being phased out and replaced by new Joma kits. 
 
We have a significant number of new players who have already joined 
Kenmore Soccer for 2017-2018, and we hope to have as many of our 
current players back as possible, as we continue to grow the communi-
ty’s soccer program. 

 

Important Reminder  
 

You must accept your roster offer in order to be placed on a Kenmore 
Soccer team for the 2017-2018 season. 

 
Roster offers have been e-mailed, and contained instructions on  

Accepting/Declining the offer. 

Trivia Question 

 (answer on page 7) 

 

What is the largest goal differential in a sanctioned World Cup event? 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
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Trivia Answer - from page 6 

 
Australia defeated American Samoa 31-0 in a World Cup qualifying match on April 11, 2001. 

 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 

 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sting 17 and Under boys conduct a late March training session  
under the lights at Sparky Adams field 

Support our Sponsors 
 

K-S Auto 
811 Niagara Street 
Tonawanda, NY 14150 

 
…...your one stop shop for Performance, Street Rod,  
Muscle Car, Import and Truck Accessories since 1968 

mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 

 

➢      To be the best club in our community 
➢       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
➢       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
➢       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-
tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com

